As implied by its title, North Sea Archaeologies covers a broad geographical area, a lengthy time-span and a substantial body of archaeological evidence. As such, it cannot feasibly be fully comprehensive and rather it represents a convincing manifesto for a distinctive application of recent thinking about landscape, with maritime contexts as the central focus. This is a logical extension of the view of 'landscape' as dynamic, interactive processes involving both human and nonhuman agencies: a set of relationships which include interconnected biological, geological and cultural phenomena, and extend ubiquitously across space and time. Yet many archaeologists lack experience and understanding of the sea, creating a conceptual barrier that this book sets out to overcome. In so doing, Van de Noort hopes to launch a 'maritime turn', which may enrich archaeological interpretation generally by addressing underexplored aspects of the relationship between nature and society from a fresh perspective.
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In order to accomplish this, and informed by a number of theoretical approaches, Van de Noort employs numerous case studies and questions and contextualises their interpretations, structured by a series of themes arising from the study. The author draws out the tension between the essential applicability of theories of landscape and material culture to the sea, and the inherent differences between sea and land. Seas do not visibly embody and convey the effects of human action in the same way that lands do; and coastal areas are more susceptible to erosion and thus accommodate monumentality differently, and on different Given the entangled, interrelated nature of such agencies, it is perhaps unsurprising that inhabiting and interacting with the sea, being dependent upon it and yet at its mercy, and possessing specialised skills in order to do so, engenders a distinct sense of identity amongst seafarers. One's knowledge and sense of the world is inevitably informed by experience, and this distinct experience can create a strong sense of 'otherness' and difference with those who do not, and cannot, understand this experience. Van de Noort also highlights the sense of alternative reality that can emerge in any relatively enclosed society, applying Foucault's concept of Heterotopia (Ch.8) of which the ship is a prime example. These alternative societies are born of, and serve to highlight, the mutability of human social relationships and norms in an isolated and altered context. Thus seafaring as a practice by its very nature creates societies and, as Van de Noort puts it, a 'deviant space' in which otherwise established rules and power relations may be subverted, even if temporarily or intermittently. A similar logic also applies to islands, and these may also be 'charged with cosmological significance' as a result of their liminality of location (p.134). 
